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Objectives

By the end of the webinar you will have:
• An understanding of the importance of making ABS procedures 

available on the ABS-CH

• The knowledge and skills to publish ABS procedures 

• The motivation to publish ABS procedures and keep them up to date 
on the ABS-CH

• The confidence to share your knowledge with colleagues on how to 
publish information on the ABS-CH



Before we start

Throughout the webinar 
make sure to…
• Take note of any questions or comments that 

you have 

• Remember that there will be a question and 
answer period at the end of the webinar



ABS Clearing-House 
Refresher



Goal of the Nagoya Protocol

Conservation and 
sustainable use of 
biodiversity

“Invest in biodiversity for 

people and planet”

Fair & equitable sharing of
benefits derived from their
utilization
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Access to genetic resources



Main goals of the ABS Clearing-House

Share 
information

Facilitate 
implementation

Improve the conditions that allow
ABS to happen

Provide potential users with 
information on how to access 
genetic resources and 
associated traditional 
knowledge

UTILIZATION PHASEACCESS PHASE

Provide providers with 
information on the utilization 
of their genetic resources 
when they leave the provider 
country’s jurisdiction. 



Provider + ABS Clearing-House + User 

✓ Commitment

✓ Trust and transparency

✓ Communication

✓ Access and benefit-sharing



Provide potential users with 
information on how to access 
genetic resources and 
associated traditional 
knowledge

UTILIZATION PHASEACCESS PHASE

Provide providers with 
information on the utilization 
of their genetic resources 
when they leave the provider 
country’s jurisdiction. 

What are ABS Procedures?

• ABS procedures provide simple and straightforward guidance for potential
users to understand the steps to access genetic resources and traditional
knowledge in a country

• They help users comply with domestic legislation

• They help countries monitor access and utilization of their genetic resources

ABS Procedures help 
accomplish the goals of the 

ABS Clearing-House!

Goal of the ABS-Clearing-House



ABS Procedures 

Provide information for users on…
• Where applications for access should be made
• What the conditions or requirements are to apply for access
• Step-by step description or visual representation
• Whether the applicant needs to provide any documents
• Whether there are application fees
• How long the application process can take
• Relevant ABS measure(s)
• Additional Information



So let’s imagine you 
are a user…



You are a scientist in France on genetic resources of 
Penaeus monodon 

in India

Case study

Who wants to conduct 
non-commercial research



You want to make sure you comply with the 
Nagoya Protocol so you…

Go to the ABS-CH Click on the country profile page Check national records



But where do you start?





Some useful ABS-CH background 
information to keep in mind



Visitors of the ABS-CH
From where?
Predominantly user countries
Germany, Japan, USA, France, UK, Canada, India,
South Korea, Switzerland, and Belgium.

Looking for what? 
Information on ABS procedures to access genetic 
resources in a provider country

Google analytics from the ABS-CH website



Most common complaints 
received on ABS-CH

• National information is not available

• Information on the rules and
procedures for accessing genetic
resources in a country is not clear



Most users are looking for information on the ABS-CH 
in order to comply with Nagoya Protocol obligations

PROVIDER COUNTRYUSER

Help users know the steps to follow to 
get access to GR in your country  

Help users understand the ABS rules 
in your country

Help users comply with your domestic 
legislation

Show your country’s “readiness” to 
doing ABS business

ABS Procedures… 



So how can we help users comply with 
national ABS legislation?



ABS Procedures!



Countries with ABS procedures 
published on the ABS Clearing-House

ONLY 8 COUNTRIES!
Belarus, Benin, Cameroon, Costa Rica, India, 

Kenya, Malta, Zimbabwe



Why don’t more countries publish 
their ABS Procedures?

19+ COUNTRIES
already have information that could be 

published as ABS procedures

T O P  R E A S O N S

• ABS legislation being developed 
or may change

S O L U T I O N S

• Publish temporary/ interim ABS procedures 
(they can be changed at any time)

• We are here for you! Sign up for one-on-one 
webinar

• Lack of capacity (team needs 
more help)

• Not clear whether ABS 
procedures should be published

• If your country requires PIC, it is a good 
idea to publish ABS procedures



Coming back to our 
French scientist…

Fortunately, India published its ABS rules 
and procedures on the ABS-CH country 
profile page



Let’s have a closer look at India’s 
ABS procedures…



Source: India’s country profile page on the ABS-CH

GENERAL INFORMATION

✓ Country

DESCRIPTION OF THE ABS PROCEDURE

✓ Title

✓ Area of jurisdiction

✓ Where should applications for access be made

India’s ABS Procedures



Source: India’s country profile page on the ABS-CH

✓ Conditions or requirements a potential user 
needs to fulfill to apply for access

✓ Step-by step description or visual 
representation of the ABS procedure

✓ Visual representation

India’s ABS Procedures

DESCRIPTION OF THE ABS PROCEDURE



Source: India’s country profile page on the ABS-CH

India’s ABS Procedures - Visual Guide



✓ Does the applicant need to provide any 
documents?

✓ If so, provide information on application 
forms or required documents

✓ Relevant application links / forms / 
documents

✓ Information on whom the application 
should be sent to

India’s ABS Procedures

Source: India’s country profile page on the ABS-CH



✓ Application fees

✓ Duration of application process

✓ Additional information

✓ Relevant links / documents

India’s ABS Procedures

Source: India’s country profile page on the ABS-CH



So how do I publish ABS procedures on 
the ABS Clearing-House?



Who can publish ABS procedures?

ABS National 
Focal Points (NFP)

Publishing 
Authorities (PA) National Authorized Users (NAU)

• National governments (Parties and non-Parties)
• Ensure you have a CBD account + designated national role (PA or NAU)
• For technical support regarding your CBD account contact: absch@cbd.int

mailto:absch@cbd.int


How do I publish ABS procedures?

• Access the ABS Procedures online common format on the ABS-CH: https://absch.cbd.int/register/PRO
• Step-by-step guide is available as well: https://absch.cbd.int/about/guides/PRO

ABS Procedures draft 
prepared by NAU or PA

Request for 
publication

Approved &
published 

Draft reviewed and 
verified by PA

Publicly available in the 
national records of the ABS-CH

Log into the 
ABS-CH

https://absch.cbd.int/register/PRO
https://absch.cbd.int/about/guides/PRO


Publishing ABS procedures on the ABS 
Clearing-House



Accessing the ABS 
procedures common 

format in the ABS 
Clearing-House



Question 2. This is an ABS procedure for: This field will

serve as the title of the record. When a user is looking at a list of your

national ABS procedures this field should be unique, concise and clearly

identify what this procedure is for. For example, the title "ABS procedure

#16” is not a useful or informative title to the user. A better title may be
“Access to genetic resources for foreign applicants”.

Question 4. Where should applications for access be made? Please provide a

contact person, link to an online application website. This question is meant to provide the "entry point"

for user seeking access. Please note that web links and contact details often change, please remember
to keep this information up to date.

Before you start: Select the language(s) in which

you will submit the record.

STEP 1: Choose your language

STEP 2: Complete the submission form



Q5. What are the conditions or requirements a potential user needs

to fulfil to apply for access? Some ABS procedures may require other permits,

documents as prerequisites before applications can be made, for example: prior informed

consent (PIC) from a community, or a research permit.

Q6. A step by step overview of the process can be useful for users to

understand the entire process. For example:
1. Register for access to genetic resources with the competent national authority.

2. Negotiate and sign a contract with the provider.

3. Request the Community Committee to certify the contract.

4. Submit the complete request form including (the MAT agreement and sign-off from community

committee) to the competent national authority.

5. Competent national authority will assess the information submitted and issue a permit within 30 days

Q8. Are there any application fees? Here you can indicate any

associated fees. For example, there may be a list of different fees

depending on the user and/or utilization purpose:

Q9. How long does the application process take? Here you can

indicate the timeframe for the application process (e.g. three months).

Q10. Relevant ABS measures



Elements of effective ABS procedures



Factors for success

Up-to-date NFP and Competent 
National Authority contact 

information

Relevant ABS measures 
with 

completed ABS 
measures matrix

Clear and simple ABS 
procedures

• Ensure that the following national information is available on the ABSCH for 
your country:

Scope

Access

Benefit-Sharing

Compliance



Publishing ABS Procedures 
The Golden Rule

The key to publishing ABS procedures is simplicity and clarity:
- Clear about what the Procedure is for
- Provide practical steps for a user to follow
- Provide diagrams and visuals
- Provide useful website links and contact points

Remember: When users look at an ABS procedure,
they should get a clear picture of the steps to
follow to comply with national legislation in order
to gain access to the genetic resource or
traditional knowledge.



Step-by-step descriptions of the ABS procedure

Belarus

IndiaMalta

Zimbabwe



Information on application forms (attachments)

BelarusMalta



Courtesy translations to reach 
the most users

Diagrams, flow charts 



Links to national online systems

India



Let’s publish ABS Procedures by 
Valentine’s Day!

• Commitment

• Trust and transparency

• Communication

• Access and Benefit-Sharing

Provider + ABSCH + User 

14 February 2020



Help us help you!

Additional resources

1. Step-by-step guide: https://absch.cbd.int/about/guides/PRO

2. One-on-one capacity-building webinar (online)

3. E-mail us anytime at: absch@cbd.int

3. Live chat

https://absch.cbd.int/about/guides/PRO
mailto:absch@cbd.int


More webinars to come in 
2020. Stay tuned!
• This is the first of a series of webinars

• More webinars will be organized to support 
continue to support governments in 
publishing their information on the ABS 
Clearing-House:

• Upcoming webinars on:
• ABS Measures matrix
• Internationally Recognized Certificates of 

Compliance (IRCCs)
• Checkpoint Communiques 



LYDIA

ABS-CH
HELP DESK

absch@cbd.int

MATT

BLAISE

mailto:absch@cbd.int


Make sure to complete the 
webinar evaluation!

Link to evaluation is available in the GoToMeeting chat box
It will also be sent by email!


