
Ex-Situ Conser vat ion Of Some Q ur 'anic  P lants 
Their  Grown In The State  Qatar

 
The Holy Q uran and Hadith mentioned more than 50 plants , inc lude wi ld plants , cul t ivated plants , 
annual  p lants , perennia l  p lants , shrubs and trees . Qatar i  p lant  genet ic  resources  fac ing with many 
chal lenges  and r isks , human act iv i t y, deser t i f icat ion, overgrazing, Cl imate change and global  warming. 
Conser vat ion of  plant  genet ic  resources  has  become the biggest  chal lenge today, this  paper  focuses 
ini t ia l l y  on ex-s i tu conser vat ion of  the Q ur 'anic  plants  i s  the method of  conser vat ion of  a l l  s tages  of 
biodivers i t y  outs ide their  natura l  habitats  us ing di f ferent  methods. The genet ic  resources  depar tment 
col lect ion miss ions 2012, 2013 and 2014 in Qatar  Peninsula , fo l lowing the pr incipals  and guidel ines 
of  P lant  genet ic  resources  col lect ions  set  by Biodivers i t y  Internat ional , in  this  case  we se lected 
Zizyphus spina-chr is t i , Acacia  tor t i l i s , Salvadora pers ica , and Citrul lus  colocynthis  to  conduct  some 
ecophysiologica l  s tudies . According the standard gene banks management and the internat ional 
conser vat ion rules , the s taf f  of  genet ic  resources  depar tment make a  sur vey, col lect  p lant  genet ic 
resources  mater ia ls , character izat ion, documentat ion and preser vat ion process , c leaning, dr y ing, seed 
germinat ion, v iabi l i t y  test , packaging and stor ing were appl ied for  seeds  of  some Qatar i  wi ld plants 
mentioned in the Holy Q uran and Hadith they conser ved in genet ic  resources  depar tment, ministr y  of 
environment for  environmental  susta inabi l i t y  for  genet ic  resources . The final  resul ts  repor ted the need 
to preser ve these  impor tant  Q ur 'anic  plants  species  in  the gene bank and i t  has  been conser ved the seeds 
of  those species  in  s torage units  shor t-term, medium-term and long-term conser vat ion. The herbar ium 
specimens were conser ving in the appropr iate  herbar ium units , under  internat ional  s tandards , and we 
have been sent  a  copy of  the herbar ium specimens to Kew Herbar ium - Royal  Botanic  Gardens, Kew, UK 
to be Gif t  and confirm the sc ient i f ic  c lass i f icat ion and DNA was extracted and stored in units  equipped 
for  this  purpose.
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